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Overview 
·  Rambam-Maimonides School and Académie de la Capitale are privately operated schools located in the former 

City of Nepean offering elementary education. 

·  The City of Ottawa currently leases space at the school to run community programs and to house the local 
community association. 

·  The City of Ottawa has developed a remedial action program to clean up and monitor the contamination on the 
school site, which was first discovered by the former City of Nepean in 1995 and was the result of a leaking 
underground furnace oil tank. 

·  The Ontario Ministry of the Environment supports the City’s remedial action program. 

·  Indoor air quality and groundwater at the school site will continue to be monitored on a regular basis.  It should be 
noted that there have been no issues regarding indoor air quality since monitoring has begun. 

·  The City’s Medical Officer of Health confirms there is NO HEALTH RISK associated with the contamination on 
the site. 

Chronology 

·  The former City of Nepean leased the property from 1982 to 1990.  

·  In 1995, the City of Nepean initiated construction of an addition to the school for a new community centre serving 
the Qualicum-Graham Park Community. 

·  It was discovered at this time that heating oil from an underground storage tank (UST) located outside the western 
side of the school was leaking into the subsurface and contaminating the shallow water table. 

·  In 1997, the Ministry of the Environment issued an order to the school, the Carleton Board of Education and the 
former City of Nepean to remediate the site. 

·  In the fall of 1997, the City of Nepean undertook a comprehensive cleanup of the site and five adjacent properties 
that were affected by the contamination, which consisted of excavation of 5,200 m3 of soil from the school and 
adjacent properties and disposal of 2,640 m3 of this soil off-site. The remainder of the soil was backfilled in the 
excavated area.   

·  However a portion of the contaminated soils were observed to extend beneath the western foundation of the 
school, but were not excavated due to structural considerations.  

·  At the time, it was believed that a polyethylene (high density plastic) barrier could contain the remaining 
contamination. 

·  Initial tests seemed to indicate that the remedial action was successful, however, on-going groundwater 
monitoring demonstrated that the barrier system had failed due to significant fluctuations in the water table. 



 
2 

 

·  By the spring of 2000 monitoring results indicated that contamination was migrating from beneath the foundation 
of the school.  

·  Additional excavation was undertaken in 2000 to remove contamination from below the footings of the building. 

·  A pump-and-treat system, which pumps groundwater from the subsurface and treats the water with a carbon 
filtration system, was also installed in July 2001 to capture remaining contamination from beneath the school. 

·  In the spring of 2002, the City of Ottawa became concerned about significant fluctuations in the groundwater 
monitoring results and further studies were undertaken to define the extent of the contamination.  Groundwater 
samples suggested that the contamination was migrating towards the western property boundary. 

·  In May 2002 groundwater interception trenches were excavated in the western portion of the site to minimize the 
potential to impact residential properties located at the western boundary of the property.  The trenches were 
connected to a groundwater treatment system. 

·  From December 2002 to January 2003, additional work was completed to delineate the eastern and northern 
extent of contamination on-site and perimeter monitoring wells were placed along the school's property line to 
ensure that no contamination migrated off-site. 

·  Subsequent monitoring demonstrated that further groundwater management was necessary to prevent the plume 
from migrating off-site.  

·  In order to control further migration of the contamination to the west of the school, the City of Ottawa developed a 
remediation action plan and proofed it with a three-dimensional groundwater flow and contaminant transport 
model for the school property to ensure that this plan would deal with the source of contamination as well as the 
migrating contaminated groundwater.  

·  The Ministry of the Environment supports the City's remediation action plan. 

·  The City has met all those affected by this project including the school, the Ministry of the Environment and the 
local residents, and discussed the process and the schedule of implementing this plan. 

·  The Remediation Action Plan was implemented during the summer of 2004, with all construction activities 
scheduled for completion by September 7, 2004 in order to minimize any impacts to the school or community 
centre. 

·  The storage building on the northwestern portion of the school adjacent to the gym and community centre was 
demolished with excavation and disposal of impacted soils beneath the floor slab.  A sub-floor drainage system 
was installed below the footings of the school at this location at the water table to initiate removal of contamination 
from under the school.   This system will be operated with a groundwater flushing system and vapor recovery 
system.  The system will be enhanced with additional drainage points during the summer of 2005. 

·  A new 70 meter underground interception and recovery trench was installed across the entire western boundary of 
the school.  Two of the smaller trenches installed in 2002, located west of the interception trench, have been 
removed. The new trench was installed to a depth below the extent of contamination and equipped with a water 
table depression pump and skimmer to ensure no off-property contamination as well a removal of contamination 
between the school and property boundary. 

·  On-going monitoring of groundwater and indoor air quality continues on a quarterly basis. 

·  The City's Medical Officer of Health confirms there is NO HEALTH RISK associated with the contamination on 
the site. 
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